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he treated him neither too familiarly nor too
distantly. Yusuf was aware of the envy of the
other people and feared the coldness of the Vazir.
Even when any one spoke kindly words to him, he
feared that there was some evil meaning behind.
When the Vazir told him of the King's good
opinion of him this day, Yusuf Khan said: u Yes,
sir, I am very grateful."
" You should never be too sure," added the
Vazir, "of the favour of those in high places. Be
careful and see that everything is done to give
satisfaction. Any little thing in the drawing
room being damaged upsets His Majesty -very
greatly. So you should be all eyes."
Yusuf said, "I understand, sir," and did
obeisance. The Vazir moved on. Yusuf Khan
wondered what harm this deep man might have
in his mind against him. From the grave look
on the Vazir's face Yusuf Khan inferred that he
too wished him to come to trouble.
Some more time passed. It was a Friday and
there was some special business and it happened
that the particular Shiraz carpet to which the
Shah had referred some time previously had been
spread in the drawing room for the King to
sit on. Yusuf had supervised the arrangements
of the sitting room with special care. The